




The Service has identified a 5,900-acre
study area encompassing diverse and valu-
able upland and wetland habitats within
the New River Bottoms in southern Coos
County and northern Curry County, Oregon,
near the town of Langlois.

The New River Study Area is bounded on
the south by the Boice-Cope County Park,
on the west by the Pacific Ocean and the
Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) New
River Area of Critical Environmental
Concern (ACEC), on the north by Croft
Lake, and on the east by U.S. Highway 101
(Please see the map of the Study Area).

This area was identified because of its rich fish
and wildlife values which have been supported
by ranching practices, and because of the high
potential for restoring native habitats.
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The New River Study Area is located within
the New River Bottoms (Bottoms) wetland/
pastureland complex which supports the largest
spring migration and staging area for Aleutian
cackling geese in Oregon. More than 40,000
geese have been documented using the Bottoms
in recent years and their use has increased
from just a few days to nearly three months each
year. Nutritional requirements for the geese
are very high while in the New River area,
because it is believed they migrate nonstop to
the Aleutian Islands after leaving New River.

In addition to Aleutian cackling geese, other
waterfowl are numerous along New River and
throughout the seasonal wetlands and pasture-
lands of the Bottoms. Notably, this area is one
of only four tundra swan wintering sites along
the Oregon Coast. Shorebird use of the Bottoms
is significant as a migration stopover with more
than 100,000 western sandpipers and 2,000
whimbrels recorded on a single day on one ranch.

The Refuge Study Area also contains some active
dunes designated Critical Habitat for the federally
listed threatened western snowy plover. The

New River, Floras Creek, and the other smaller
streams harbor strong runs of wild anadromous
fish including coho salmon, chinook salmon,
steelhead, cutthroat trout, and Pacific lamprey.
Federally listed threatened bald eagles nest just
outside the Study Area and their foraging
territory covers most of the Bottoms.

Federally listed endangered California brown
pelicans use the beach and New River for
roosting, and federally delisted American
peregrine falcons are found throughout the
Study Area nearly year-round. Neotropical
migrant songbirds utilize the upland and
wetland habitats for breeding and migration.
The wetlands within the Refuge Study Area
serve as important breeding habitat for am-
phibians and a small population of mallards
and wood ducks.

Prior to EuroAmerican settlement, a vast complex
of wetlands was present, including sizeable bogs
containing rare plants such as darlingtonia and
western lily which is now federally listed as
threatened. If the Service establishes a New
River National Wildlife Refuge and purchases
either conservation easements or fee title from
willing sellers, livestock grazing programs will
be maintained in many areas to continue protec-
tion of existing wildlife values and provide
forage and sanctuary for Aleutian cackling geese,
waterfowl, and shorebirds. There would also
be some opportunities to restore the historic
diversity of freshwater wetlands and riparian
habitats to benefit numerous species of fish,
wildlife, and plants.
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Aerial view of managed short grass habitats and native wetlands
within the New River Bottoms. Photo: David S. Pitkin, USFWS
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The National Wildlife Refuge System is the
world’s largest and most diverse collection
of public lands set aside specifically for the
conservation of fish, wildlife, and plants.

There are 545 refuges, established from the
Arctic Ocean to the South Pacific, from
Maine to the Caribbean.

This system of lands encompasses more
than 96 million acres of land and water and
at least one national wildlife refuge can be
found in every state.

The mission of the Refuge System is to
administer a national network of lands and
waters for the conservation, management
and, where appropriate, restoration of the
fish, wildlife and plant resources and their
habitats within the United States for the
benefit of present and future generations
of Americans.
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The Blue Goose was adopted as the symbol of the
National Wildlife Refuge System. The Blue Goose has
marked refuge boundaries, entrance signs, brochures,
and exhibits since 1936.
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The Oregon coast is experiencing a rapid increase
in residential development, particularly within
the corridor between Highway 101 and the Pacific
Ocean. The New River bottoms and adjacent
Cape Blanco area constitute the largest unfrag-
mented grassland habitats remaining along the
entire Oregon and Washington coasts. These
areas, managed primarily as livestock ranches,
provide vital habitat to unusually diverse fish
and wildlife populations. Development within
the New River Bottoms would increase habitat
fragmentation, decrease existing habitat values,
and reduce ranching practices beneficial to
wildlife species such as Aleutian cackling geese,
shorebirds, bats and some songbird species.

The mosaic of wetlands, grasslands, and for-
ested areas within the New River Bottoms
supports perhaps the most diverse group of
terrestrial wildlife species on the Oregon coast.
Targeted habitat restoration and continued
ranching through acquisition of conservation
easements will be critical in maintaining and
enhancing these unique habitats and the species
they support. For example, land management
practices that maintain short grass habitats in
key goose use areas will encourage current use
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patterns of Aleutian cackling geese within the
New River Bottoms. Conversely, any reduction
in key short grass habitats through development
or other changes in land use would likely de-
crease Aleutian cackling goose use within the
New River Bottoms and increase depredation on
private lands elsewhere in the southern Oregon
Coast region. Restoring native wetland habitats
within the Bottoms will benefit rare and declin-
ing plant species, anadromous fish such as coho
salmon, steelhead and cutthroat trout, and many
migratory and resident bird species.

Establishing a New River National Wildlife
Refuge would allow the Refuge System to:
•  Provide high quality forage and sanctuary
on public lands for more than half of the de-
listed Aleutian cackling goose population;
•  Help reduce Aleutian cackling goose depre-
dation concerns within key goose use areas
through purchase of conservation easements;
•  Protect and restore habitat for native
anadromous fish populations;
•  Enhance and contribute to existing habitat
protection efforts by BLM, Oregon Department
of Parks and Recreation, Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife, and The Nature Conser-
vancy; and
•  Help local landowners and communities
continue to manage large tracts of land for the
benefit of fish and wildlife and future generations.








